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Cost of Dementia Disease in Chiangmai Province.
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Abstract

Dementia is an important problem and is common in the elderly population. It is found
to be directly proportional to aging. Dementia in addition to causing the patient to lose his mind,
memory and ability to make decisions, also found to have a direct impact on the caregiver and
the family of the patient. In comprehensive and quality care for 1 dementia patient requires at
least 2 caregivers, which leads to a very high cost burden. The objective of this study was to
study the direct and indirect costs of dementia treatment in Chiang Mai province. The study was
conducted in 60 patients who have been diagnosed with dementia and are domiciled in Chiang

Mai. This study uses a descriptive study model.

The study of direct and indirect costs of 60 patients found that the average cost per
person per year for medical direct costs was 39,217.50 baht, non medical direct costs was
48,115.93 baht. Indirect costs, the main expense is the loss of income, the opportunity cost of
the caregivers of each day who visit the doctor, with an average of 7,200.00 baht per person per
year. When including the total cost, the average cost per person per year for the treatment of
dementia was 94,533.33 baht. From the results of study when classified according to the severity
of the disease. The study shows the severity of the disease increases, the average cost increases

accordingly, especially non medical direct costs.

Dementia, in addition to affecting the burden of patient expenses. Also affecting caregivers
and families including communities as well as the nation. Knowing the costs of patient care can

help to plan care appropriately and efficiently.
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